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Response to Amendment 

The following office action is in response to the amendment filed on September 
2, 2008. Claims 1 , 2, 4 and 5 are pending in the application. Claims 3 and 6-9 are 
withdrawn. 

Claim Objections 

1 . The previous objections to the claims are withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 , 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Saint Gobain FR 1,313,315 in view of Petro 1,274,768, Myers et al 3,186,473 and Jelic 
5,184,660. 

4. In re claim 1 , with reference to Figures 1 ,2 and 6 Saint Gobain '31 5 discloses a 
system for operating a plain blind comprising: 

• A chamber enclosed by panes of glass (1 )(2) surrounded by a frame (3) 
consisting side hollow bars and four corner pieces (12). 

• One end being fixed to a blind roller (4) characterized in that the blind (6) 
is subjected to pulling action by devices (8)(9) acting on its other end. 

• A first box supported inside said chamber (space between upper end of 
frame). 
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• An kinematic mechanism placed inside an oblong body of one corner 
piece comprising three mutually engaged pinions , one of these a first 
pinion axially connected to the blind roller . 

• First pulling means inside the first box including a helical spring wound 
around a spring roller, axially connected to a second pinion of the 
kinematic mechanism by interposition of an intermediated idle third pinion. 

• A second pulling means comprising a mobile bar fixed to a second end of 
the blind, a second box supported inside the chamber fixed to the second 
end of the frame, a cord having one end fixed to a center of the mobile bar 
and a second end fixed to a cord roller, a first pin axially engaged with a 
first end of the cord roller and a shaft of a rotating device disposed in the 
second box, and a threaded bushing fixed to a second end of said cord 
roller that screws into a threaded bar fixed to the frame. 

6. With reference to Figure 1 , 2 and 3 Petro 768 discloses: 

• A kinematic mechanism comprising a pair of pinions (1 1 )(1 0) aligned 
inside a cavity between to opposing walls of said oblong body (3)(14), one 
of these a first pinion (10) axially connected to the blind roller (7) 

• First pulling means inside the first box including a helical spring (15) 
wound around a spring roller (12), axially connected to a second pinion 
(1 1 ) of the kinematic mechanism. 

With reference to Figure 1 , Myers et al '473 discloses: 
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• A second pulling means fixed to a second end of the frame opposite a first 
end. 

With reference to Figures 1 , 2 and 5, Jelic '660 discloses: 

• A pulling means comprising box (12), a cord (72) having one end fixed to 
a center of the mobile bar (80) and a second end fixed to a cord roller 
(34), a first pin (68) axially engaged with a first end of the cord roller and a 
shaft (48) of a rotating device (54) disposed in the second box, and a 
threaded bushing (36) fixed to a second end of said cord roller that screws 
into a threaded bar (32)fixed to the frame for translating the cord roller (34) 
axially. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the kinematic mechanism as taught by Petro '768 in 
order to allow the spring to be mounted adjacent to the roller such that should the spring 
break or get out of order it can be replaced or repaired, (column 1 , lines 23-28) 

7. It also would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include a third idle pinion between the first and second pinion 
in order to provide a greater or lower gearing affect as would be known in the art and 
since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts of a 
device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 
193 USPQ 8. 

8. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include a second pulling 
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means at the second end of the frame as taught by Myers et al '473 
in order to move the blind up and down in the casing frame. 

9. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to make the second pulling 
means include the cord fixed to a mobile bar, with a threaded bushing 
fixed to a threaded bar as taught by Jelic '660 in order to allow the 
tube to be rotated until it can no longer travel in a longitudinal 
direction, (column 3, lines 48-56) 

10. In re claim 2, with reference to Figures 1 and 5, Jelic '660 discloses: 

• Comprising an arched support (44) held inside the box (12); the arched 
support (44) hooked to the center of the cord roller (34). 

11. In re claim 3, with reference to Figure 1 , Petro '768 discloses: 

• Wherein another end of said helical spring (1 5) is connected to a fixed 
support (4) inside the first box. 

12. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Saint 
Gobain FR 1 ,31 3,31 5 , Petro 1 ,274,768, Myers et al 3,1 86,473 and Jelic 5,1 84,660 as 
applied to claim 1 , and further in view of Rossini 6,71 5,528. 

1 3. In re claim 5, the system of Saint Gobain/Petro/Myers et al/Jelic has been 
discussed but fails to disclose: 

• Said rotating device includes a first magnetic disk and a second magnetic 
disc matched with the first magnetic disk through a pane that is rotated by 
external operating means. 
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14. With reference to Figures 1-3 and 6-9, Rossini '528 discloses: 

• Said rotating device includes a first magnetic disk (20) and a second 
magnetic disc (39) matched with the first magnetic disk through a pane 
(13) that is rotated by external operating means (37). 

15. 

16. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the first and second magnetic disks rotated by an 
external means as taught by Rossini '528 in order to provide an actuation means 
adaptable to double glazing units, (column 1, lines 35-38). 

Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim1-5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JEREMY C. RAMSEY whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3133. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:30 am- 
4:00 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine Mitchell can be reached on 571-272-7069. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/KATHERINE W MITCHELL/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3634 
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